081125-keating-4e715294-191b-4d4d-8f84-b2a3c3f9c24... http://media.crikey.com.au/Media/images/081125-keatin...

TUSCULLM
PJKEATING 3 MANNING STREET

POTTS POINT NSW 2011
AUSTRALIA

TEL:
FAX:
PO BOX 1265

POTTS POINT NSW 1335
AUSTRALIA

Mr John Robertson

The Legislative Council of New South Wales
Parliament House

Macquarie Street

Sydney 2000

27 October 2008

Dear John

I am writing on the occasion of your swearing in as a member of the New South
Wales Legislative Council.

But this is not a letter of congratulations.

You have replaced a man, who despite his idiosyncracies, had much to offer the
people of New South Wales and the Labor Party. And indeed, someone who in
troubled times, had an economic position and a framework to work in. Like his
colleague, the former Premier, Morris [emma, he sought to deal with the great
and unfinished problem of New South Wales electricity and the provision of
capital for new base load power.

Your manipulation of the union base in New South Wales, with the connivance
and support of the Party President, Bernie Riordan, succeeded in destroying the
political life of both men, and with them, probably the Labor Government of
New South Wales itsclf.

When I came to see you about the lemma Government’s electricity privatisation
proposals in April 2008, you will remember me telling you that reckless
indifference by you and Bernie Riordan to the Government’s fortunes, may see
the Government destroyed and for which, you and Riordan would be held
accountable.

This letter is about that accountability.

Notwithstanding the fact that a new and I believe good leader, has been elected
to the Premiership, 1 think he will have an uphill battle in prosecuting the next
election against a Liberal Party made resurgent, in the main, by yours and
Riordan’s behaviour. And, if the Government goes down, the lethal tally of
men and women who will have lost their seats will be to your account and that
of the Party officers who were complicit in the melee:; namely Riordan, Bitar
and Foley.

But Riordan, Bitar and Foley have not accommodated themselves with a
Parliamentary seat at the public expense; you have. And a seat previously
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