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AGENDA FOR THE ORDINARY MEETING OF COUNCIL  
held in the Council Chamber, Civic Centre, Elizabeth Street, Moss Vale 
on Wednesday, 8 June 2011 

MAYORAL MINUTE 

MAYORAL MINUTE 

c-MM1 Australian Local Government Association – Req uest for Support for a 
Referendum to Change the Constitution 

Leadership 

Reference:   102/5, 203/1.1 and 203/1 
Responsible Officer:  Manager Governance 
 
PURPOSE 
 
The Australian Local Government Association has written to Council requesting its support to 
call for a referendum to be held by 2013 to change the constitution to allow direct funding of 
local government bodies by the Commonwealth Government and also to include local 
government in any new Preamble to the constitution, if one is proposed. 
 
REPORT 
 
Councillors would remember that last year at the National General Assembly held in 
Canberra the issue of constitutional recognition of local government was discussed and that 
there was great support for this to happen both at the Assembly and at this Council. 
 
Constitutional recognition will be one of the key issues featured in the upcoming Australian 
Local Government Association 2011 National General Assembly of Local Government to be 
held in Canberra from Sunday 19 to Wednesday 22 June 2011. 
 
Councillor Arkwright, the General Manager and I will be attending the National General 
Assembly and as the Prime Minister of Australia will be attending, it will be important that the 
Association be able to demonstrate as much support as possible in relation to these matters. 
 
I therefore request that Council consider supporting the recommendations detailed below. 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
 
Correspondence from the Australian Local Government Association dated 19 May 2011. 
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RECOMMENDATION 
 
1. THAT Council support the position of the Australian Local Government Association 

for financial recognition of Local Government in the Australian Constitution so that the 
Federal Government has the power to fund Local Government directly. 

 
2. THAT Council support the position of the Australian Local Government Association 

for the inclusion of local government in any new Preamble to the constitution, if one is 
proposed. 

 
3. THAT representation be made to all Political parties seeking inclusion of local 

government in any new Preamble to the constitution, if one is proposed. 
 
4. THAT the Australian Local Government Association be advised of Council’s support 

in recommendations 1 to 3 above. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ken Halstead 
Mayor 
 
8 June 2011 
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